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holding the seal in person in the Salle de FOeil-de-
boeuf at Versailles, a little while after Machault's
disgrace. Numerous pamphlets emphasised d'Ar-
genson's dismissal; the public saw the vengeful
hand of Mme de Pompadour in it, and failed to
understand the well-founded reasons that had
determined the king, and the causes of discontent
furnished by a minister whose methods proved
dangerous and often ill-omened.

The struggle between Parliament and royal ab-
solutism was resumed in the April of that year,
and continued to have so great an importance that
none could fail to take an interest in it.

Louis XV, anxious to maintain the rights of the
crown in their integrity, and not to yield a particle
to the magistrates, suppressed, abased and deprived
of their privileges the men who claimed to be
governing the kingdom and introducing important
reforms. Receiving a deputation from Parliament
the king pronounced a discourse where he defined
very clearly his attitude, rejected all encroachment
on his prerogatives, and laid down the limits in
'which an age-old institution must revolve. "I have
been forced," he said, "to punish some individuals,
for reasons which concern them alone. Do not
intercede in their favour, they are no longer your
colleagues. I have accepted their voluntary re-
signation of their offices, and have ordered that
provision shall be made for the payment of their
charges. Do you occupy yourselves -with rendering